
THANK YOU! 

 Welcome to winter in the  Columbia River Gorge, 

(finally it is official! ) and thank you!  

Thank you to all the Master Recyclers that were able 

to  attend our first gathering in November in Mosier.   

 

Next, thank you to 

all the Spring and 

Fall 2010  Master  

Recyclers that have 

been able to meet 

with me  and share 

some of your dreams 

and schemes.  I hope 

to eventually meet 

with everyone. 

A special thank you 

goes out to Peggy 

Dills Kelter for allow-

ing us to show off her 

incredible holiday 

recycle art creation.  

Peggy used old ce-

real box packaging and 

recycled paper to come 

up with this AWESOME 

piece of artwork.  Isn’t it 

just amazing? 

And, lastly, thank you for all that you do to further the 

mission of our Master  Recyclers in bridging the gap 

between awareness and action by motivating people 

to reduce waste in their homes and workplaces.  

Karen G. Murray 

Upcoming Events: 

 Sustainable Systems 

At Work Discussion 

Group (See inside 

story) 

 Winter 2011 Master  

Recycler Classes 

start  March 2nd at 

the Mosier Grange 

(See inside story) 

 Make-up Field Trips 

for Master Recyclers  

to Wasco-Sherman 

County on Saturday, 

March 19th and to 

Hood River Co.  on 

Sat. April 2nd   

 Green Drinks in Hood 

River at the Columbia 

Center for the Arts 

Tuesday, Jan. 11 

Topic: An Art Show 

that invites conversa-

tion on food and wa-

ter security, locally 

and globally 
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Recycling Artist “Extraordinaire,”  
Peggy Dills Kelter  

http://www.cgec.org/


Environmentally educated and 

engaged employees pay divi-

dends.   Employees want more 

sustainability practices. The more 

an employee has a system to 

share ideas and best practices, 

the more likely the initiative is to 

succeed, almost 3 to 1. Wouldn’t 

it be incredible if more busi-

nesses and organizations in the 

gorge were trained with sustain-

ability in mind?  

To read the entire article and see 

the research,  visit the             

Columbia Gorge Earth Center’s 

website and link to  the Gorge 

Owned Business Networks. 

(www.cgec.org) or visit 

(GorgeOwned.org) 

The Columbia Gorge Earth      

Center’s website is also a great 

place to keep track of other        

environmentally –friendly activities 

like the  monthly Green Drinks 

gathering for discussion and con-

versation around environment-

related topics. 

Sustainable Systems at Work Discussion Group 

        Are you interested in sustain-

ability efforts that might improve 

the overall operations of a busi-

ness?  Do you know someone that  

might be?  The Gorge Owned 

Business Network is facilitating a  

5-session discussion group in early 

2011.    

  Who should participate? 

 Small Business Owners 

 Facility Managers 

     Employees, especially Green            

       Team Members 

Do you have a friend or acquaint-

ance that might be interested in 

becoming a Master Recycler like 

you?  Help recruit likely candidates 

that might want to help reduce 

waste and motivate others to 

change their habits.  Your opinion 

and influence is important! 

 Our 4th Master Recycler Class 

starts Wednesday, March 2nd from 

6-8:30pm and continues Wednes-

days the month of March and ends 

April 20th. This class will take place 

at the Mosier Grange.  Altogether, it 

includes 8  Wednesday sessions 

and 2 Saturday field trips.  The  field 

trips are scheduled for March 19th 

and April 2nd. To help anyone  reg-

ister,  have them  register on-line: 

www.tricountyrecycle.com   

 

Master Recycler Class Dates 
 

Wednesdays:  March 2 
  March 9 
  March16 
Saturday:  March 19 
Wednesdays: March 23 
  March 30 
Saturday: April 2 
Wednesdays: April 6 
  April 13 
  April 20 

Fourth Master Recycler Class Starts Wednesday, March 2, 2011 
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“Wouldn’t it be 

incredible if more 

businesses and 

organizations in 

the gorge were 

trained with 

sustainability in 

mind?” 

How Are YOU Doing in RECORDING Your VOLUNTEER HOURS? 

 

    Many of you have heard that our VolunteerSquared website, (where you 
record your Master Recycler payback hours) is under construction.  We still 
want you to use it!  Cindy and I are working to make the site more        
user-friendly and a little more specific with  volunteer ideas.  If you have 
been on the site recently, you have visited either www.tricountyrecycle.com  
and gone over on the green header to “Master Recycler” and  used the drop
-down menu for “Master Recycler Login” OR you  could have visited the 
website www.myvolunteerpage.com .   Be sure to notice the different      
categories for recording your hours and  get as specific as you can.  Many 
of you are concerned that there isn’t  the right category for your      
volunteer activity.  We just added “working with friends, family and/or 

neighbors,” so if that helps, use it.  You don’t have to go back and re-categorize your hours; making some detailed notes in a 
notebook with dates, is adequate.  THANK YOU FOR EVERYTHING YOU HAVE DONE!! 

http://www.cgec.org
http://www.cgec.org
http://www.cgec.org
http://www.GorgeOwned.org
http://www.tricountyrecycle.com/
http://www.tricountyrecycle.com/
http://www.myvolunteerpage.com/


 

Q. What are some examples 

of payback that count? 

A.   Count any encounter, 

after you started your Master 

Recycler Class, that relates to 

ANY of the topics that the 

class was about.  Am I 

spreading the word on recy-

cling, waste reduction and/or 

thoughtful consumption?  If 

yes, it counts! (ie. sharing red 

wigglers,  carting aseptic car-

tons for recycling, answering 

questions , helping someone 

set-up their recycling ,etc…..! 

SHORT AND SWEET 

Q. Are there Earth Day ac-

tivities in Hood River on 

Saturday, April 23rd that 

can involve Master Recy-

clers ? 

A. Yes, you can sign up  to 

help on our Login page. 

See 2nd article, on page 

2.  You can also be in-

volved with other groups 

that will be involved with 

any Earth Day celebra-

tion.  Keep track of your 

time!  Preparation time 

counts, too! 

Earth Day is Friday, April 22, 2011.  Watch for opportunities to be involved! 

OUR MASTER RECYCLER GROUP IS ON THE WEB!! CHECK IT OUT!  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Tri-County-Master-Recyclers/107724469293841 

    Sarah Fierbaugh, Master Recycler Fall 2010, is the creator of our Mas-

ter Recycler Facebook page.   This site (see above link) is there for ALL 

of us , even if you aren’t a member of Facebook.  If you are a Facebook 

Page member, you can add comments, announcements and your tips and 

tricks related to recycling.   

      A BIG thank you to Sarah but thank you also to everyone who has 

already posted to the site.  Hey, I reactivated my Facebook page (with 

LOTS of help from Facebook page Expert, Sarah) just so I could be more 

involved with the site.  Join me in making a 2011 NEW YEAR”S RESOLU-

TION to be more involved with our Master Recyclers Facebook page. 

How to get in touch with us: 

Karen Murray:  541-506-2608 or 

  karenm@co.wasco.or.us 

 

Cindy Brown: 541-506-2636 or  

            cindyb@co.wasco.or.us 

 

David Skakel : 541-506-2632 or 

                        davids@co.wasco.or.us 

 

 

Sarah Fierbaugh, our Master Recycler  
Facebook page creator 
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Do you have ideas for our 

next Master Recycler News-

letter?  We need your input 

and your creativity.  Please 

contact Karen Murray. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Tri-County-Master-Recyclers/107724469293841
mailto:karenm@co.wasco.or.us
mailto:cindyb@co.wasco.or.us
mailto:davids@co.wasco.or.us

